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Brisbane Water Aqualung Club 

Meeting Minutes: December, 2011 

Present:  

Michael Forster, Andrew Hamilton, Ruth Barnes, Matt 
Dowse, Paul Nilleson, Charlie Owen, Doug White, Arthur Robinson, Elaine Robinson, 
Graham McMartin, Mike Wilson, Dave Brewster  
Apologies: Dean Coleman, Grant Thomas, Matt Dalton, Greg Rose 

Meeting held at: Doyalson Wyee RSL Club Meeting Date: 10th November, 2011 
Meeting commenced: 7.35pm 
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The club dive and event calendar appears on the BACK page of this 
edition. 

Amendments and additions will be made to each monthly magazine 
edition. 

Special occasions, highlighted in green, will be added as the club 
decides upon them. 

Club meetings, highlighted in light blue, are listed and guest speak-
ers or meeting events will be added when they are scheduled 
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 Ruth Barnes 4342 3206 John Noack 4942 5456 

Dean Barrett 4942 1412 Ulrike O’Connor 4341 7216 

David Brewster 4945 5049 Charlie Owen 0438 331691  

John Clarke 4304 1091 Arthur Robinson 4342 0201 

Dean Coleman 0412 121125 Scott Roebuck 4368 6520 

Sue Dengate 0417 028286 Geoff Styles 4388 9226 

Peter Downes 4965 8056 Roy Summersby 4341 0072 

Matt Dowse 0450 958722 Doug White 4946 8851 

Brett Eddy 4367 2995 Michael Wilson 4368 1378 

Michael Foster 0417 203812 David Wing 9697 6213 

James Foyle 4341 6059 Damien Wright 0439 411757 

Michael Frith 4322 2142 Craig Yeoman 4341 9947 

Detlev Gross  4341 7889 Robert Hughes 0434 197060 

Andrew Hamilton 0406 051997 Robert Anthony 0403 754451  

Allen Harrison 4340 1452 Rod O’Brien 0418 498001 

Paul Hobbins 4960 8752 Edward Gomez 0401 655848 

Cliff Hobson 4329 3310 Grant Thomas 0411 537 029  

Michael Kalman 0414 784 067  Clair Fahey  

Stephen Knox 4971 0389 Matt Dalton 0403 243143 

Trent Lee 0400 141587 Greg Rose 0402 760364 

Andrew Leggett 0401 383455 Ainslie Probert 0404486562 

Michael Match 4343 1950 Anthony Millar 0409039721 

Paul Minahan 4953 0785 Dylan Rimmer 0439707014 

Ian Moore 4954 9691 Tim Featonby 0402129253 

Graham McMartin 4369 5573 Roderick Orchard 0439 389795 

Paul Nillesen 0417 247900 Harry Orchard  

For corrections, omissions or to be removed from this listing, please send an email to: 

graham@fpdc-scuba.com or see me at the next meeting. 
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Whilst visiting Ireland in September 2011, Bwac member Peter Downes was fortunate in 
being able to hook up with some tec divers from the Kish Sub Aqua Club and spend a day 
diving with AquaVentures at Baltimore on the south-western tip of Ireland.  

As I only had scheduled a couple of spare days, we had planned double dives. First up was to be  
WW2 German U Boat - U260 and the second on a bulk iron ore carrier the Kowloon Bridge.  

The U260 is a 67.1 m long German Type VIIC submarine that sunk in March 1945 (probably by 
accident) and now lies between 38 and 42 m. The only gear I had been able to bring with me was 
my primary regs, computers, mask, gloves and SMB with a small reel. So it was with a bit of trepi-
dation that I stepped off the dive boat into 11ºC water fully kitted out with hire gear including an 15 
litre tank, a 7 litre stage bottle plus reg (60% O2 mix) and ~12 mm of wetsuit with fins, BC, 
weights, etc, for a planned deco dive in totally unknown waters with absolutely no buoyancy check 
beforehand. 

Bloody hell! The water was cold, dark and full of particles. With my two Irish dive buddies, Peter 
and David, we dropped slowly down the shot line into the gloomy darkness. Finally something 

Above: Conning tower of U260, captured by artist S Burbridge 
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emerged from the murk at about 40 m. 
The shotline had actually landed on the 
side of the sub! But the visibility was 
only about 1 m or so. After a couple of 
minutes the visibility slowly improved to 
around 1.5 to 2 m (due to the slack tide) 
so closely following each other we swam 
along the pressure hull, past the gun 
mount to the stern and staying in contact 
by using our lights. Then we dropped 
over the stern and returned past one of the 
large screws swimming along the other 
side of the hull. Once back at the shot line 
we went forward to the remnants of the conning tower and looked through the open hatch into 
the pressure hull. Then we briefly inspected the skyscope and DF aerial before returning to the 
shotline. All in all we had already spent about 20 minutes on the wreck so it was time for me to 
begin my assent and deco stops.  

Getting back into the boat was easy — they 
had a lift that the diver swims onto, stands in 
chest/neck deep water and ‘voila’ you get 
lifted up to the deck where you are assisted to 
a bench (thanks Jerry), no effort, no climbing, 
no passing gear up, no taking fins off, no tak-
ing tanks off — can we make it mandatory for 
all dive boats please,  please, oh pretty please! 

After lunch it was time for the Kowloon 
Bridge. This ship was a bulk iron ore carrier 
that sank in 1986 carrying 160,000t of iron 
ore pellets. This wreck is BIG — 294 m long 
44 m wide and 25 m deep and, until you dive it you have just no idea as to how big these bulk 
carriers are. We dropped onto the wreck adjacent to No 2 hold, inspected the heaped iron ore 
pellets and part of the hull then swam forward to the now dis-
integrating bow where we investigated its nooks and crannies. 
Visibility was again poor, 2 - 3 m, with most of the dive being 
spent at depths between 20 and 30 m. Then it was back to 
Baltimore for a hot shower, a few ales and some hot food. All 
in all it turned out to be an excellent day’s diving! Unfortu-
nately during the night the Nth Atlantic weather blew in, can-
celling the next day’s diving (U260 again, plus a different 
wreck) so we packed it in and headed off for some 1 atmos-
phere sightseeing.  

More info - visit: http://kishsac.org/ 

��������	�
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pipe and anchor chain - Kowloon Bridge 



9 

Spiro takes up the story: 

After loading the Barry D, we were away and rolling out into Broken Bay. There was a bit of a 
lump to the seas, due to the building Nor’easter which to my surprise made me feel a tad sea 
sick - and I never get sea sick! 

After what felt like an eternity, our driver Arthur had us out at the dive site. We checked the 
sounder, found the mark and threw over the shot. Everyone helped Steve and I get our gear 
on and we soon rolled over the side into some nice warm 23 deg C water. 

A nod and a wink later, down we went. At 6 metres I was looking down to see Steve below 
me on the shot line at around 15 metres, checking his instruments, when I noticed some-
thing rather alarming in the distance! I immediately descended, faced Steve and squeezed 
his arm for his attention, as he looked up at me, he soon saw over my shoulder the cause of 
my alarm. We were being circled by a 3 metre Mako shark! This sleek torpedo shaped 
shark is zipping and twitching at us in tight circles, arching its back in a behaviour that is 
clearly not happy! The thought went through my head that we needed to act. Up or down 
though? No thought needed there! We both automatically went down to the bottom as fast 
as we could muster. 

At the bottom we saw that we were not on the wreck, so as Steve scooted off I tied off a 
reel to the shot and followed. It turned out that we were only about 15-20 metres off it, 
while Steve scooted back along my line to bring the anchor to the wreck I reeled in my 
string, and got the white float ready to be deployed along the shot line, signalling the boat 
that it was safe to tie off. 

                 Saturday the 28th of January saw Steve,  
  Charlie, Arthur, Rod and Spiro gather at Ettalong wharf  
with the hope of fair seas to make it out to the Birchgrove Park.  

10 

The viz today was about 8-10 metres up top, with a green column of water from 20-35 
metres opening up to 15 metres on the bottom. It was nice and warm for us on entry, 
however it was a chilly15 degrees on the bottom. I swam around the keel side of the 
bow first, then into the guts, before coming out of the forward deck. I was  ready to go 
under the side of the wreck, when I spotted three large Jew fish under there, at least 4ft 
long! Back I stayed not wanting to scare them out, thus giving Steve a chance to see 
them too.  

After circumnavigating the wreck once nice and slowly we had reached our 30 minutes 
bottom time, so it was time to head. It was then we discovered that the shot line had 
been pulled from the wreck (we later found out that the seabreeze had gotten quite 
strong  up top). While Steve went to see if he could spot the shot with his scooter, I be-
gan securing a line to the top of the boiler so we could reel ourselves up off the wreck 
for decompression while not drifting from our location. With the shot definitely gone we 
headed up on my line. At the 15 metre mark, Steve and I shot our SMBs to the surface 
indicating our location to our surface support. And it wasn’t too long  before they had 
found us. 

After all this deco was a tad intense, especially with thoughts that sharky might still be 
lurking around somewhere, but soon enough my computer cleared and I was climbing 
aboard the safety of the boat once more. The rest of the crew opted out of their dive due 
to sea sickness, and other issues, not wanting to tempt fate a second time.  

After the ride home we retreated to The Fish Hut up the road from Ettalong, where ironi-
cally we had SHARK and chips for lunch, as well as few tall stories! 

As Steve said to me when I hopped back on board the boat, “you’ll never forget this one 
mate!” 

How true this is! 
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Images from Rabaul, PNG - May, 2011 
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Images from Halifax Park, Nelson Bay - January, 2012 
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The British Government has confirmed 
that it is worried about recent terrorist 
threats and has therefore raised their secu-
rity level from "Miffed" to "Peeved." 
Soon, though, security levels may be 
raised yet again to "Irritated" or even "A 
Bit Cross." The English have not been "A 
Bit Cross" since the blitz in 1940 when tea 
supplies nearly ran out. Terrorists have 
been re-categorized from "Tiresome" to 
"A Bloody Nuisance." The last time the 
British issued a "Bloody Nuisance" warn-
ing level was in 1588, when threatened by 
the Spanish Armada. 

The Scots have raised their threat level 
from "Pissed Off" to "Get the Bastards." 
They don't have any other levels. This is 
the reason they have been used on the 
front line of the British army for the last 
300 years. 

The French government also announced 
yesterday that it has raised its terror alert 
level from "Run" to "Hide." The only two 
higher levels in France are "Collaborate" 
and "Surrender." The rise was precipitated 
by a recent fire that destroyed France 's 
white flag factory, effectively paralysing 
the country's military capability. 

Italy has increased the alert level from 
"Shout Loudly and Excitedly" to 
"Elaborate Military Posturing." Two more 
levels remain: "Ineffective Combat" and 
"Change Sides." 

The Germans have increased their alert 
state from "Disdainful Arrogance" to 
"Dress in Uniform and Sing Marching 
Songs." They also have two higher levels: 


����
����������������������
������������������������������

"Invade a Neighbour" and "Lose." 

Belgians, on the other hand, are all on 
$��	�
&�
�����
����$�����&��$��
���$�&�
���
worried about is NATO pulling out of 
Brussels. 

The Spanish are all excited to see their 
new submarines ready to deploy. These 
beautifully designed subs have glass bot-
toms so the new Spanish navy can get a 
really good look at the old Spanish navy. 

Australia , meanwhile, has raised its secu-
rity level from "No worries" to "She'll be 
right, Mate." Two more escalation levels 
remain: "Crikey! I think we need to cancel 
the barbie this weekend!" and "The barbie 
is cancelled." So far no situation has ever 
warranted use of the final escalation level. 

John Cleese - British writer, actor and 
Official tall person 

/���������0�1�,2�
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All members are encouraged to come 

to club meetings . 

  

 

 

Thursday, 9th February 2012 - 7.30pm  

Uncle Arthur’s House 

22 Brisbane Water Dr, Koolewong  

Come along and relax, have a coffee          
and talk all things diving  

Light supper provided with gold coin donation, 
or feel free to contribute a plate.  
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Scheduled Dives  

If you wish to join a scheduled dive from the Dive Planner (back page), 
you just need to ring the Convenor listed for that dive. Numbers are lim-
ited for each boat dive so book early!  

Scheduled Dives are an 8.00am departure unless otherwise notified. 
Dive fees for scheduled dives (other than Adelaide dives) are $35. 

Casual Dives 
If you are interested in a local wreck or reef dive that is not on the calen-
dar and you have a group of 4 or more divers, this can be arranged. 
Please contact Michael Foster who will organize access to a boat and 
skipper. 

Adelaide Dives 
Access to a mooring to dive ex-HMAS Adelaide is organized on a 2 
HOUR booking. To ensure the boat can arrive at the mooring on sched-
ule your convenor will give you a specific time to meet, ready to load the 
boat at Terrigal Haven. 

Individual divers MUST book their OWN daily entry permit for the ex-
HMAS Adelaide Marine Reserve. This is $18 and can be done online at  

www.visitcentralcoast.com.au/activities/diving/ex-hmas-adelaide-reserve 

or call Central Coast Tourism on 1300 132 975 (office hours only).    
You are required to bring a copy of the permit with you.  

NO PERMIT - NO DIVE - NO EXCEPTIONS!! 

Dive fees for Adelaide dives are: $45 ( 6+ divers) to $50 (4 divers - the 
increase is to cover the $60 mooring fee). 

No-Shows  

If you agree to join a dive and then cannot attend please ring the Con-
venor ASAP . The Convenor would appreciate you organizing your own 
replacement if possible. If you cancel a dive with less than 1 day’s 
notice you will still be charged a dive fee by the club . Please be 
aware that your cancellation may mean the entire dive is called off, if 
less than 4 divers are attending. 
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